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Legal hterpretatlon of Colorado Hazardous Waste Act 

Kathy Izell, Office of Chef Counsel, €GO 

Enwonmental Restorahon Dmsion IS c o n m u g  to address the re,oulatory 
commitments and p r e b a r y  cost estunates for the Solar Ponds, Operable Urut (OU) 
4 It has become evldent that abhty to complete RCRA closure of the Solar Ponds 
m-place would save considerable m e  and money Infomal COmmU~CahOn wth 
Colorado Department of Health (CDH) personnel, supported by some wntten 
correspondence, mmtaulS that such a "drty" closure of the Solar Ponds is 
unachevable EG&G personnel w o r h g  the regulatory lssues do not see such a 
RCRA closure to be unachrevable, however they have not clealy documented the 
legal b a s s  for their postlon. 

Ths s u e  of  the legahty and feasbhty of m-situ closure of the Solar Ponds IS 
extremely si&icant to the cost of OU4 rernehatlon, and may mpact the Landfill 
OU7 and e m m g  water management A, B, and C-senes ponds XI OU5 and OU6 I 
am requestmg a legal opmon regardrng the legal feaslbrllty and nsk of proceedrng 
with a RCRA closure of the Solar Ponds whch would leave the sludge andor the 
asphalt h e r s  in place Your opmon 1s requested no later than August 30,1993, as it 
wiU directly affect the current chspute resoluhon process 

Please contact F a r  Lockhart at extension 7846 d you have further questlons on ths 
request. 
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